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Corresponding to the presentation of Paul Corresponding to the presentation of Paul 
McCarthy:McCarthy:

The goal of this presentation is to propose an alternative way of 
approaching problems having to do with identity and connected 
with it as it was made in the presentation of Paul McCarthy. This 
approach is not necessarily far away from the presented by him. 
And I hope it will create a good basis for discussion.
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I would propose that we define manI would propose that we define man’’s s 
Identity as consisting of following Identity as consisting of following 

elements:elements:
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1. Biological body with its physical, biological and chemical 
properties;

2. Brain or soul (depending on approach);

3. Context of man’s origin: parents, family, place and time of 
birth;

4. The deeds of the man, creating his life history, I will also 
include here the opinions (thoughts), that a person is 
disclosing to other people;

5. His private thoughts and goals, which are not disclosed to 
anybody;
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Biometric technologies, especially performed by Biometric technologies, especially performed by 
machines are creating de facto machines are creating de facto 

the description of manthe description of man’’s body.s body.

NATO – Advanced Research Workshop Identity, Security and Democracy
Copyright © http://www.optel.pl 04.09.2006 6



NATO – Advanced Research Workshop Identity, Security and Democracy
Copyright © http://www.optel.pl 04.09.2006 7



NATO – Advanced Research Workshop Identity, Security and Democracy
Copyright © http://www.optel.pl 04.09.2006 8



NATO – Advanced Research Workshop Identity, Security and Democracy
Copyright © http://www.optel.pl 04.09.2006 9



NATO – Advanced Research Workshop Identity, Security and Democracy
Copyright © http://www.optel.pl 04.09.2006 10



In the world, that we are now approaching (not In the world, that we are now approaching (not 
only from my point of view), significant only from my point of view), significant 

changes are expected:changes are expected:

• Working biometric technologies are able to describe 
the body – nobody can claim another body identity;

• Many activities are recorded in a potentially easy 
available way – in computer mass storage;

• Communication technologies allows to exchange such 
stored information between people around the world in 
a very quick and easy way.
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Restrictive way has been extensively Restrictive way has been extensively 
discussed during this meetingdiscussed during this meeting

It leads to creation of complicated legal structures, organizations that 
should prevent that external records are not freely available, etc. 
I suppose, that everybody will agree with me, that going this way 
creates a very complicated situation, that is not easy to maintain and 
there is probably no real chance to prevent, that external records will 
be not available to people having sufficient means and willing to reach 
them.

It is already very good visible today, that it is sufficient, if somebody 
gets access to such records and makes them freely available – they 
are in a very short time “immortal” - freely available forever. I can 
even imagine that in such a restrictive world many people and 
organized groups will try to act in such a way – it is already the reality 
today.
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For those who may be not understand, that such a For those who may be not understand, that such a 
world without secrets, but also without privacy and world without secrets, but also without privacy and 
anonymity can have advantages I will try to present anonymity can have advantages I will try to present 

some of them:some of them:

• All useful or necessary information is quickly available in all emergency 
cases. 
• “Bad guys” and “bad governments” have difficulties to hide their deeds, 
intentions and preparations.
• It is easy to find people with similar interests, intentions. Matching 
people searching partners for any purpose can be very easy.
• People offering something (products, services, etc.) can easily find 
matching customers.
• The world will be in many cases much more convenient, because 
people are now spending large amount of time searching information, 
that is existing, but not available. 
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Thank you for your Thank you for your 
attentioattentionn

Contact:

Agnieszka and Wiesław Bicz

PBP OPTEL Sp. z o.o

ul. Otwarta 10a

Wrocław 50-258 Poland

e-mail: W.Bicz@optel.pl

www.optel.pl

Tel.: +48 71 329 68 54
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